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Payment Policies

To date, the IAC is aware that the following insurers or companies have adopted echocardiography reimbursement directives. While the
IAC attempts to stay abreast of reimbursement policies as a service to the echocardiography community, these policies are changed and
updated regularly by the insurance carriers. Therefore, the IAC recommends that applicant facilities contact the insurance carriers in their
area for the most accurate and current information to ensure compliance with reimbursement requirements at all times. If you are aware
of additional payment policies, or have questions about the information posted, please e-mail reimbursement@intersocietal.org.

PLEASE NOTE: The policy details within this document detailing accreditation requirements are referenced directly from insurer websites
and manuals and are only a portion of the full reimbursement directives, please search for the full policy using the links provided.
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Aetna (National)

Referenced from the Office Manual for Health Care Professionals — All Regions

Radiology Accreditation

Aetna requires accreditation to be eligible for reimbursement for the technical component of advanced diagnostic imaging
procedures. Accreditation can be from:

e American College of Radiology (ACR)
e Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC)
e Joint Commission (TJC), and/or RadSite

The following types of providers require this accreditation:

e Independent diagnostic testing facilities

e  Freestanding imaging centers

e  Office-based imaging facilities

e Suppliers of advanced diagnostic imaging procedures

For these purposes, advanced diagnostic imaging procedures exclude X-ray, ultrasound, fluoroscopy and mammography. Included
are:

e  Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)

e Magnetic resonance angiography (MRA)

e  Computed tomography (CT)

e  Echocardiograms

e Nuclear medicine imaging, such as positron emission tomography (PET)
e Single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT)

Note: Providers not accredited by the ACR, IAC, TJC and/or RadSite will not be eligible for payment for advanced diagnostic
imaging services.

Please note: The above requirements list only a portion of the full reimbursement directive as related to accreditation. For full
requirements, please refer to the Network Participation Criteria or the Office Manual for Health Care Professionals — All Regions
(Updated February 2025)»
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Emblem Health (New York)
Referenced from the Emblem Health Website

Reimbursement Policy:
Outpatient Imaging Self-Referral (Commercial, Medicare, Medicaid)
(Administered by EviCore by Evernorth)

Provider Specialty Code Description Certification & Accreditation Requirement(s)
Cardiology certification by the American Board of
Pericardiocentesis Ultrasound guidance Internal Medicine (ABIM) OR Cardiology Certification by

for endomyocardial biopsy the American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine
(AOBIM)
Transthoracic Echocardiography
AND
. . Stress Echocardiography Doppler
Card'lologlsts (Inclucjles', echocardiography, addon codes Laboratories accredited by IAC in Adult Transthoracic
cardiovascular specialist, .
Echocardiography

interventional cardiologist,
and cardiac
electrophysiologist.)

Cardiology certification by the American Board of
Internal Medicine (ABIM) OR Cardiology Certification by
the American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine
(AOBIM)

Transesophageal Echocardiography
AND

Laboratories accredited by IAC in Adult
Transesophageal Echocardiography

Certification in pediatric cardiology by the American
Board of Pediatrics (ABP)

>

Transesophageal Echocardiography ND

Laboratories accredited by IAC in Pediatric
Transesophageal Echocardiography

Pediatric Cardiologist
Pericardiocentesis Ultrasound guidance

for endomyocardial biopsy Certification in pediatric cardiology by the American

Board of Pediatrics (ABP)

Transthoracic echocardiography

>

ND

Doppler echocardiography, addon codes Laboratories accredited by IAC in Pediatric

Stress echocardiography Transthoracic Echocardiography

Participating practitioners are reviewed for active accreditation. For echocardiography services, the review appears in the national
databases of IAC Echocardiography. For nuclear medicine/nuclear cardiology services, the review appears in the national database
of ACR and IAC Nuclear/PET. For PET services, the review appears in the national database of IAC Nuclear/PET and ACR PET.

Read more in the Anthem Provider Manual, www.emblemhealth.com/providers/manual/radiology-related-programs or the
complete reimbursement policy at www.emblemhealth.com/content/dam/emblemhealth/pdfs/provider/provider-
manual/outpatient-imaging-self-referral.pdf.

Please note: The requirements listed above are only a portion of the complete reimbursement directive as related to
accreditation.
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Horizon BCBS of New Jersey

PRACTICE/SITE/TECHNOLOGISTS REQUIREMENTS:

All CT, MR, Ultrasound, Nuclear Medicine and PET/CT scanners must be accredited for all applicable accreditation modules by
either the American College of Radiology (ACR), the American Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine (AIUM), the Intersocietal
Accreditation Commission (IAC) or the American Society of Breast Surgeons (ASBS) and The Joint Commission (TJC). If a radiology
site performs echocardiography, accreditation by the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC) is required. Accreditation
must include the appropriate modules for exams being performed.

Accreditation Modules (Echocardiography):

IAC

Adult Transthoracic

Adult Transesophageal
Adult Stress

Pediatric Transthoracic
Pediatric Transesophageal
Fetal

Learn more at www.horizonblue.com/providers/policies-procedures/policies/administrative-policies/standards-all-types-medical-
and-dental-diagnostic-radiology-and-imaging-facilities (Last Updated 5/10/2024).

IAC Echocardiography (formerly ICAEL) — Payment Policies 4
PLEASE NOTE: These policies are changed and updated regularly by the insurance carriers and list requirements as related to IAC accreditation only. Therefore, the IAC
recommends that applicant facilities contact the insurance carriers in their area for the most accurate and current information to ensure compliance with reimbursement
requirements at all times. Further questions about IAC accreditation as related to reimbursement should be e-mailed to reimbursement@intersocietal.org.



mailto:reimbursement@intersocietal.org
http://www.horizonblue.com/providers/policies-procedures/policies/administrative-policies/standards-all-types-medical-and-dental-diagnostic-radiology-and-imaging-facilities
http://www.horizonblue.com/providers/policies-procedures/policies/administrative-policies/standards-all-types-medical-and-dental-diagnostic-radiology-and-imaging-facilities

UnitedHealthcare (National)

Imaging Accreditation

UnitedHealthcare is committed to ensuring that all of our members have access to quality health care, including medical imaging
services.

We believe patients deserve assurance that equipment, technologists and physician practices are in compliance with professional
society-developed performance standards for CT, MRI, PET, nuclear medicine/cardiology and echocardiography procedures
(collectively referred to as "Advanced Imaging Studies").

If you perform Advanced Imaging Studies and bill on a Form CMS 1500, or the electronic equivalent, you must obtain accreditation
from one of the accrediting agencies listed below.

e American College of Radiology (ACR)

e Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (I1AC)
e RadSite

e The Joint Commission (TJC)

Accreditation is required for the following Advanced Imaging Studies:

e (CTscan
e  Echocardiography
° MRI

e Nuclear Medicine / Cardiology
° PET scan

Pursuant to our Imaging Accreditation Program, we require accreditation for Advanced Imaging Studies. At this time, however, we
will not require accreditation as a condition of eligibility for reimbursement and, therefore, will not administratively deny claims for
Advanced Imaging Studies based on lack of accreditation. When a decision is made to activate the claim denial component of the
Imaging Accreditation Program, we’ll communicate the effective date to you. We remain committed to advancing the quality and
safety of imaging services through the Imaging Accreditation Program and will keep you apprised of any changes to our program.

Learn more at www.uhcprovider.com/en/resource-library/Join-Our-Network/Dental-Vision-Behavioral-Health.html >> Imaging
Accreditation.
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UnitedHealthCare - Oxford Health Plans (CT, NJ, NY)

Oxford's Outpatient Imaging Self-Referral Policy

The outpatient imaging self-referral policy is designed to promote appropriate use of diagnostic imaging by primary care
physicians and specialty physicians in office settings. High quality imaging service standards are promoted by requiring that
providers limit their imaging to their specialty practice areas, and by meeting the standards of one of several national
accreditation organizations, like the following:

e  The American College of Radiology (ACR)

e  The American Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine (AIUM)
The Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC)
RadSite

The Joint Commission (TJC)

The Oxford policy designates which imaging procedures shall be payable by Oxford (subject to member benefits) in primary care
physicians' or specialty physicians' offices by provider practice specialty.

Note: Confirmed by the ACR, providing final interpretations of diagnostic procedures remains outside the physician assistants'
scope of practice.

In addition, this policy describes the minimum accreditation and certification requirements for ultrasound, echocardiography and
nuclear medicine. This policy assumes board certification by an American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) recognized in the
provider specialty listed above.

Cardiologists-Pediatric Only
Echocardiography studies require: Certification by the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission for Echocardiography (IAC)
Refer to the Clinical Policy titled Obstetrical Ultrasonography for additional information.

Please Note: The details above list only a small portion of UnitedHealthCare’s requirements as related to accreditation only. For
complete NA requirements, visit the UHC website (Updated 8-2024).
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Wellmark BCBS (lowa, South Dakota)

Referenced from the Wellmark Provider Guide
Facility/Entity Accreditation/CMS Requirements

All facilities/entities must have at least one of the following licenses/certifications/accreditations to meet credentialing requirements:

Radiology/Imaging Center (including, but not limited to, the following types of centers):

e  General Radiology e  Nuclear Cardiology
e C(CT,CTA e  PET Scan

e  Echocardiography e  Radiation Oncology
e  Mammography e  Ultrasound

e MRI, MRA e  Portable X-Ray

Centers offering any of the services listed immediately below must be accredited by ACR or one of the accrediting agencies of
the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC Vascular Testing, IAC Echocardiography, IAC Nuclear/PET, IAC MRI or IAC CT):

o (T e PET

e CTA e PET/CT
e Nuclear Cardiology e MRI

e  Echocardiography e MRA

If the center does not offer any of the services above, it must be accredited by AAAHC, The Joint Commission, ACR, or one of the
accreditation agencies of the Intersocietal Accreditation Commission (IAC Vascular Testing, IAC Echocardiography, IAC
Nuclear/PET, IAC MRI or IAC CT).

Note from IAC: The above requirements list only a portion of the full reimbursement directive. Please refer to the Wellmark
Provider Guide (updated March 2025) for additional information on the complete requirements and for specific requirements for
other modalities.
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