



XXXX Facility

CT Radiation Safety (Conventional CT Scanners) Policy
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 10, 2012

PURPOSE: To establish and maintain safe practice at all times at our CT facility. 

PROCEDURE:

1. All technologists operating the CT scanner will be nationally registered and have a thorough understanding of CT radiation dose to be able to advise patient prior to their CT examinations.
2. A shielded control area is available during the scan and accessible to appropriate staff members only.
3. Staff involved with CT imaging procedures will be issued radiation monitoring devices (badges). The badge readings will be reviewed by the Technical Director and the Quality Improvement (QI) committee and the results will be made available to the staff. Any readings that are deemed excessive will be addressed by the technical director to the staff member.
4. Public access to the CT suite is restricted. Signs are posted warning the public of the radiation area.
5. Pediatric specific protocols that have been established based on patient age and/or weight will be utilized whenever possible and kept on file.
6. All staff will comply with published ALARA recommendations.
7. A remotely operated flow-rate injector will be utilized for all intravenous contrast injections.
8. All standards set forth by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the Joint Commission 
(if applicable) will be followed.
9. All patients will be appropriately shielded for all CT imaging studies.
10. Dose reduction (optimization) techniques will be utilized whenever possible. The radiation dose will be set at the lowest values possible while still maintaining appropriate diagnostic image quality and:
11. Modifications will not be made to the manufacturer’s default protocols which will increase patient dose without review by the facility’s physicist.
12. Documentation will be made of any changes to the default protocols to include details of the protocol change (technical parameters), the rationale for the change, and the physicist’s review of the impact on patient dose and image quality.

All of our policies are reviewed and updated annually by the members of our QI team.
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NOTE: This is a SAMPLE only. Protocols submitted with the application MUST be customized to reflect current practices of the facility.

